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2004. Paperback. Book Condition: New. NEW. A modern reprint of the scarce work of 1911. Illustrated, small 8vo,
pp xvi, 172, paperback, very good copy. [What is most captivating about this book is the eloquent style of its
author, Eda Green, in describing the geography of the land, its history and customs of its peoples. Much of the
text is focused on Sarawak during the era of the White Rajah. Sir James Brooke, the first White Rajah, landed in
Sarawak in 1839 and in 1847, during a visit to England, he appealed to the church at home to help him establish
a mission in Sarawak. The first church was consecrated in 1851. The next sixty years, until this book was
published, would be trying years for the church. Missionaries of the church would come and go with such high
frequency that something had to done to remedy the situation. Perhaps with a better insight of the land and its
people, and the express need to convert the "heathens" from their life of uncivilized practiceshead hunting
being one of themmore missionaries would take up the challenge to dedicate their lives to such a worthy cause.
The first half of the book covers generalities such as the natural features and various native tribes of Borneo,
their customs, superstitions and beliefs. The second half provides the historical background of James Brookes
governance of Sarawak and his eHorts in bringing Christianity to the land. The final three chapters deal with
the mission itself and its attempts to propagate the Christian faith. The book, first published in 1911 by the
Borneo Mission Association, is enhanced considerably by photographic images of the native people themselves
and drawings of the many items that represent aspects of their daily lives of that period.
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