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Condition: New. Dust Jacket Condition: New. From Publishers Weekly: As a youngster, Gross collected
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remained. Now a journalist (he's written for the New York Times, the Boston Globe and other publications), he
explores the star system from both sides of the velvet rope. Gross interviews fans, collectors, celebrities and
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1980s, Gross enjoyed a personal correspondence with screen goddess Olivia de Havilland. Now, such personal
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can earn six figures a year, while minor celebrities, like 1950s and '60s actor Shirley Jones, charge $20 a pop for
in-person signatures at signing conventions. Star power is a construct, explains Gross. Like an anthropologist
trained in Hollywood culture, he understands the positive and negative results of adulation. Although his
childhood collecting allowed him "to believe that I mattered," he concludes that the star images he worshiped
were, in the end, damaging. They delivered "false idols whose lives present impossible standards for the rest of
us." Gross's writing is honest and humane, and his book is an entertaining look at modern celebrity culture.
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