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time of Nelson was not only notable because of the success in
nautical warfare of the man himself, but also because it was the
zenith of the age of sail that left British sea power so dominant
that Britannia really did rule the waves. No navy could stand

against the might of the Royal Navy, and so until Jutland during
the Great War it would not fight another major battle at sea.
Queen Victoria s ever expanding empire meant that British
forces were perpetually set against often underdeveloped
powers and the navy took its part, but most of the hard work of
empire building would inevitably fall upon the British army. Of
course, the Royal Navy had its own soldiers -the Royal Marines.
The particular talents and skills of sailors were often required,
particularly whilst manning the guns, so the 19th century saw
the blue jackets in action in the Crimean War, the Indian Mutiny,
the Zulu War, the Boer War and several other conflicts. The early
years of...
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