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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on
demand. Paperback. 50 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.lin.Includes pictures. Includes descriptions of the
campaign by generals and some of Vicksburgs residents. Includes footnotes and a bibliography for further
reading. At the start of 1863, Robert E. Lees Army of Northern Virginia had been frustrating the Union in the
Eastern theater for several months, but the situation in the West was completely different. The Confederates
had lost control of several important states throughout 1862, and after New Orleans was taken by the Union,
the North controlled almost all of the Mississippi River, which Confederate general James Longstreet called the
lungs of the Confederacy. By taking control of that vital river, the North would virtually cut the Confederacy in
two, putting the South in a dire situation. The only domino left to fall was the stronghold of Vicksburg, and both
sides knew it. The Union Army of the Tennessee, led by Ulysses S. Grant, would spend months trying to encircle
the army and eventually force John Pembertons Confederate army to surrender. Grant eventually succeeded
on July 4, 1863, but since it came a day after the climactic finish of the Battle of Gettysburg, Vicksburg was (and
still is) frequently overlooked as one of the turning points of the Civil War. In fact, had the Confederates military
leadership listened to Longstreet, who advocated detaching soldiers from Lees army to head west and help the
Confederates deal with Grant or Rosecrans in that theater, the Battle of Gettysburg might never have
happened. While many read about the siege of Vicksburg in the summer of 1863, as well as the desperate straits
the Confederate soldiers and Vicksburg residents found themselves in, Grants initial attempts to advance
towards Vicksburg met with...
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