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Gras--themes of unity, exclusion, and elitism course through these tales as they do through the Crescent City.
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and extravagant parties; Creoles and Americans in conflict over whose dances belong in the ballroom; enslaved
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separatism, the hippie movement--Mitchell illuminates the expression of these and other American themes in
events ranging from the 1901 formation of the anti-prohibitionist Carrie Nation Club to the controversial 1991
ordinance desegregating Carnival parade krewes. Through the conflicts, Mitchell asserts, | see in Mardi Gras
much what | hear in a really good jazz band: a model for the just society, the joyous community, the heavenly
city. . . A model for community where individual expression is the basis for social harmony and where
continuity is the basis for creativity. All on...
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