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indexed. Not illustrated. 1898 Excerpt: .the principal crops in each province. It will be seen that wheat forms the
greatest percentage of the total tillage in Australasia as a whole, and in New South Wales, Victoria, and South
Australia. Maize and sugar-cane are the principal crops in Queensland; hay crops, in Western Australia; and
oats, in New Zealand. In Tasmania only 32- per cent, of the cultivated area is under wheat, which, however, is
still the principal crop of the colony: --The position in which each of the principal agricultural products stood in
relation to the total area under crop in Australasia, at various periods since the year 1861, may be ascertained
from the following table. The figures should, however, be taken in conjunction with those to be found in the
table on page 253, giving the actual areas cultivated, for a decline in the proportion of land under any
particular crop does not necessarily mean a falling-off in the area devoted to that product; on the contrary, in
few instances has there been any actual retrogression. It is satisfactory to observe that there is a greater
proportionate increase in the cultivation of the more valuable crops, and that, despite a check in 1896 from
causes due to unfavourable seasons, the area devoted to vines, sugar-cane, and other crops formed 12-3 per
cent, of the whole in that year, as compared with 8-6 per cent, in 1861: --Wheat. Only four of the seven colonies--
New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, and New...
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