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excerpt from the beginning of the INTRODUCTION: No other
field in biology has within recent years yielded such far-
reaching and important results as the field of genetic work.
Thanks to the introduction of analytical experimentation, one
after another of the central problems in natural science has
been solved or brought near to a solutionproblems which after
so many vain attempts seemed almost beyond the reach of
ordinary scientific analysis. The progress has been so
considerable that one of the most prominent workers in this
field, T. H. Morgan, in 1916 felt justified in stating: I venture the
opinion that the problem of heredity has been solved. It
scarcely needs to be pointed out that the broad general
significance of the hereditary phenomena makes it urgently
necessary to determine whether the results obtained through
experimental work with animals and plants may be applied to
the inheritance of human characters. There was a priori no
reason to doubt that this would prove to be the case, and
several human characters, physiological as well as
pathological, have been shown to...
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