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the heirs of ages not yet born. But throughout he looked earnestly into Brunnhilde s eyes, for she was his most
own, and when he looked there, he saw himself and his own will and purpose. In days of old, said he, when the
first heat of youth was passed, | set myself to win the world, and all craft in bargains was mine, and, so that |
worked my will, | stooped to any falsehood. Yet never for long could | withhold myself from love, and its
sweetness ever allured my senses and my might. But Alberich, that son of night, who inhabits the dark places of
the earth, had forsworn all love, and since he never yielded to it, but cursed it, he won for himself the secret
treasure of the gold which abode in mid-Rhine, and by its might, for it is the world s wealth, reached his hands
about the world. Yet by guile | got it from him, and with it | paid the giants who built me the walls of Walhalla
that are a rein and a bridle to the world. Then once again was | safe. Yet Erda gave me words of warning about
the ring, and told me that Walhalla itself...
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