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Americans: Joint Hearing Before the Special Committee on Aging and the Subcommittee on Representation of
Citizen Interests of the Committee on the Judiciary United State Senate, Ninety-Third Congress, Second Session;
Los Angles, Calif;; June 14, 1974 The committee and subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 9:15 a.m., in room
1138, State Building, Senator John V. Tunney of California presiding. Present: Senator John V. Tunney. Also
present: David A. AGeldt, chief counsel; John A. Edie, professional staG member: John Guy Miller, minority staG
director; Robert M. M. Seto, minority counsel; Yvonne McCoy, assistant chief clerk, Special Committee on Aging;
and Jane Lake Frank, chief counsel, Judiciary Subcommittee on Representation of Citizen Interests. Senator
Tunney. This joint hearing of the Senate Special Committee on Aging and the Judiciary Subcommittee on
Representation of Citizen Interests takes place amid mounting evidence that the legal and other needs of older
Americans have, to a large extent, been overlooked and ignored. Every day approximately 4,000 Americans
turn 65. Almost 10 percent of our population, and 2 million Californians, are 65 or older. Many of these people
are able to lead productive lives. Many others are burdened with health problems, small retirement incomes
against which expenditures for food and shelter are disproportionately large, and the enormous red tape
involved in securing needed Federal benefits, Social Security, food stamps, veterans pensions, Medicare,
Supplemental Security Income, to which they are now entitled and which are the economic mainstay of a vast
majority of older Americans. Social Security, for which more than 90 percent of the elderly are eligible,
accounts for more than 50 percent of the total income of...
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